Otter Tail Ag Enterprises, LLC Ethanol Plant in Production

3-20-08
After three years of planning and construction, Otter Tail Ag Enterprises, LLC (OTAE) in Fergus Falls, MN, announced that the 55-million-gallon-per-year ethanol plant is up and in operation. A formal open house is planned for the last week in July.
Planning for the facility started in January of 2005 with ground breaking in October 2006.  

A Delta T technology plant, the major construction was done by Harris Mechanical out of St. Paul, MN.  Knutson Construction of Rochester, MN, and Gateway Builders from Elbow Lake, MN, were involved in the concrete, buildings, and grain receiving areas.
“For a project of this magnitude to be on time and on budget is a compliment to a whole lot of folks.  We have been fortunate to have a list of successful contractors meeting the timeline for construction and start up.”  said Jerry Larson, Chairman of the Board of Governors of OTAE.

OTAE is constructed on a 114-acre site located two miles northwest of Fergus Falls.  The ethanol plant has a production guarantee of 55 million gallons of ethanol per year, and also will market DDGS (Dried Distillers Grain and WDGS (Wet Distillers Grains).  The facility will provide an economic impact of approximately $110 million annually according to the Renewable Fuels Association. OTAE will have an annual payroll of more than $1.5 million per year.
In January the balance of 33 employees were hired and completed training before the start up of the plant.

OTAE becomes the latest locally-owned Minnesota ethanol plant adding to the current national production of 8.2 billion gallons from 143 ethanol facilities.

“The finishing touches are being completed on the plant as we continue production. We will be shipping product the week of March 24 and are excited about how things have come together.” said CEO Kelly Longtin.
“OTAE would like to commend all contractors and OTAE employees for a safe working environment through the entire project.  Only minor scrapes and cuts have been reported on this project to date and that is a compliment to the safety programs that have been implemented by all involved,” Longtin said.

Anyone interested in selling corn or purchasing DDGS or WDGS may contact OTAE at www.ottertailethanol.com or call 218-998-4301.
